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Community begins with you.

I've always believed that a strong neighborhood isn’t just about the houses—it’s about the people. It's about us. It's the quick hello’s on
a morning walk, the familiar faces at local events, and the way we look out for one another. Community isn't something that just
happens. It's something we create—together.

That's why I'm inviting you to take part in shaping the future of our Community Calendar
neighborhood civic association. Whether you've been here for years or

just moved in, your voice and energy matter. We need people who like
getting things done, who want to connect, and who believe that small Freg Share Saturday — March'29
actions add up to something bigger. Spring Eggstravaganza — April 5

Do any of these statements sound like you? Then we’d love to have PG METBETR D By = P

you join us—on the board, as a volunteer, or even just by showing up KPWCA Monthly Board Meeting — April 15
and sharing ideas. Earth Day Cleanup at Royal Lake — April 19
= “There’s something in my neighborhood | wish would KPWCA Scholarship Deadline B April 25
change.” Maybe it's a safety concern, an issue with traffic, or a Free Share Saturday — April 26
lack of public spaces—joining the association gives you a way to June Herald Submission Deadline — May 9

advocate for solutions. KPW Community Yard Sale — May 10
* ‘I want to make sure my voice is heard.” Decisions affecting Spring Dumpster Day — May 17

the neighborhood shouldn’t be made without community input— .
joining gives you a seat at the table with local government. KPWCA Monthly Board Meeting — May 20

=  “l want to meet my neighbors and feel more connected.” A Free Share Saturday — May 31
strong neighborhood is built on relationships, and the association
helps foster them through clubs and events.

= “] want to help plan events and activities that bring people together.” Whether it's a block party, clean-up day, or the
Halloween festival, there’s always room for creative ideas.

=  “l want to welcome new neighbors and make sure everyone feels at home.” Creating a more inclusive and friendly
neighborhood is made possible through the work of our Block Captains.

= “lwant to give back and make a difference where I live.” Whether big or small, every contribution helps shape the community.

= “l have skills or expertise that could be useful.” From organizing events to managing finances, associations benefit from all
kinds of talents.

=  “l want to help build something that lasts.” A well-run association can have a long-term impact on everything from property
values to the overall quality of life in the neighborhood.

If your answer is yes, then let’s talk. Reach out, attend a meeting, or just stop me when you see me around the neighborhood. Our
community works best when we come together to make this neighborhood a place we are proud to call home.

We know that life is busy, which is why our upcoming April membership meeting will be virtual. You can join from anywhere—your
couch, your office, and even on the go. This is your chance to hear about the work our incredible volunteers are doing and find ways
to get involved that fit your time and interests. No big commitments, just opportunities to make a difference in ways that work for you.

Looking forward to seeing you soon—whether online, at an event, or out and about.

FHdor Sondons

| Help us continue to provide fun
v activities to all. Join at www.kpwca.org

President, KPWCA N
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Scan the QR code to make
the membership process even easier
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Kings Park West Civic Association

P.O. Box 7114, Fairfax Station, VA 22039-7114
General Information: info@kpwca.org | Community Association: kpwhoa@yahoo.com | Website:

kpwca.org
Officers Email
President Helen Santoro president@kpwca.org
Vice President Merideth Manella vp@kpwca.org
Secretary Pamela Thibodeau secretary@kpwca.org
Treasurer Alan Morris treasurer@kpwca.org
Members-at-Large Jeremy Hatfield boardmember1@kpwca.org
Vacant boardmember2@kpweca.org
Jonathan Reiser boardmember3@kpwca.org
Committees
Common Grounds Maintenance Laura Hall / Linda Reamy
Membership Vacant - this could be you!

Parks and Lake

Kelley Newsad

parks@kpwca.org

Communications

Herald Content Editor

Vacant - this could be you!

editor@kpwca.org

Herald Layout Editor Rose Luczak

editor@kpwca.org

Herald Advertising and Gayle Ostrom

classified@kpwca.org

Classifieds

Signboards Jonathan Reiser boardmember3@kpwca.org
Web Admin Tim Hartle website@kpwca.org
Community Services

Invasive Species | Greg Sykes | greg@grsykes.com
Special Activities

Fall Festival Keith Jodoin kjodoin@gmail.com

Scholarships Gayle Ostrom

geeostrom@gmail.com

How do | join the
Kings Park West Civic Association?

Visit our website (kpwca.org) to complete the online
membership form and to pay online. You can also print
the membership form from the website to fill it out and
mail your form and check to 5616i Ox Road #7114
Fairfax Station, VA 22039

How do | get my news in The Herald?

The easiest way to get your news items in The Herald is
to email the editor at editor@kpwca.org. We invite items
on neighborhood schools, churches, organizations, and
other noteworthy neighborhood news. News items and
letters will be published if deemed suitable and as space
permits. We reserve the right to edit any item submitted
to The Herald. Acceptance of news items does not
constitute an endorsement by the KPWCA.

The Herald

Published in print four times a year and hand-delivered
to all 1,900 homes in KPW.
Next deadline: May 9, 2025 for June print edition.

Note: Acceptance of articles and advertising does not
constitute an endorsement by the KPWCA nor liability
for products or services advertised in its publications.
Subscriptions: If you are moving out of the
neighborhood and want to keep in touch with community
news for $25/year, please contact editor@kpwca.org

How do | advertise in The Herald?

Please contact classifieds@kpwca.org for more
information on publishing an ad or a classified in The
Herald. The deadline for submissions for the June
edition is May 9, 2025.

The 2025 ad pricing structure is:

1-2 issues 3-4 issues
= 1/8page $30/issue $27/issue
* 1/4page $55/issue $50/issue
= 1/2page $110/issue  $100/issue
* Fullpage $360/issue  $350/issue

Classified ads are $5 per issue for 35 words.

Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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Meet the Board & Join the Team!

The Herald

Our board members dedicate their time to make sure our association thrives. They’re your neighbors—parents,
professionals, retirees, and community-minded individuals who simply want to see good things happen here.

Helen Santoro, President

®w pow | believe in the power of community
' H and the importance of knowing your
' neighbors. I've lived out that
philosophy as a musician and
educator, teaching piano and voice
to over 100 kids in our area over the
3 last 15 years. My goal as president
=3 A of the civic association is to make it
easy and enjoyable for everyone to get involved,
shaping a neighborhood where we all feel at home.
Off duty, you can find me making DIY improvements,
building furniture, and doting on my three adorable
cats and amazing husband!

Alan Morris, Treasurer

My primary role as Treasurer
is to steward the cash
received from KPWCA dues
and additional contributions,
pay the bills, and keep
accurate records. | joined as
* Treasurer as me and my
§ | famlly - wife (Silva), son
(Conor) and daughter (Elena) - benefit from being a
part of such a wonderful community, and the KPWCA
supports activities (e.g., Halloween festival, Spring
egg hunts, scholarships, parks & lake & grounds
beautification) and organizations (e.g., pools, Scouts,
volunteer fire departments, etc.) that help the
community engage and thrive.

Merideth “Meri” Manella, Vice President

Foreign service  folks  are N J/
accustomed to building community
wherever we land. The Manella clan
landed in KPW in July 2022, and |
got involved with the KPWCA as
soon as we settled. In addition to
serving as Helen’s right hand and
sounding board, | am the proud -
Charter Organization Representative for Scoutlng
America Troop 1966 and Pack 1967. With work,
kids, dogs, and a husband, there isn’t a ton of free
time. Still, when there is, I'm at the barn riding horses,
looking at horses, grooming horses, cleaning up after
horses, talking to horses, educating people about
horses down on the National Mall...I think you get the
picture!

Pamela Thibodeau, Secretary

My name is Pamela, and I've been the
secretary of the civic association since
2023. As an Army wife, I've moved
around a lot (10 states and countries
in the last 20 years), and what | love
about Kings Park West is the strong
sense of community here. | decided to
run for secretary because | really wanted to get
involved in helping foster and develop that sense of
community and give back a little to a neighborhood
I've really come to love.

Jonathan Reiser, At-Large Member

Jeremy Hatfield, At Large Member

Want to get more involved in the KPWCA?

We currently have open board and volunteer positions,
and we need people who:

= Like getting things done
= Want to connect with their neighbors
= Have ideas for making our neighborhood even better

Sound like you? Let’s chat! Whether you're interested in
a leadership role or just want to help with a small project,
there’s a place for you here.

If you are interested in being on the KPWCA board, one
of our three at-large positions is currently open.

If you love spreadsheets and processes, we seek
volunteers to join our membership committee.

If you love our parks, we’d love to have you help build out
our parks and lake committee.

If any of this piques your interest, let us know!
board@kpwca.org

Visit us at kpwca.org 3
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Volunteer Spotlight: The People Who Make It Happen

Each quarter, we’'ll highlight a volunteer who’s making an impact. These are everyday people who
§ E decided to step up, and we’re grateful for every one of them. Know someone we should feature? Let
{Vf us know by emailing board@kpwca.org.

Sarah Lennon Awarded Special Recognition for

Service in Braddock District
By Paul Gross

In December, Braddock District Supervisor James Walkinshaw
gave Sarah Lennon a Special Recognition for Two Decades of
Volunteer Community Leadership. As many of you know, Sarah
is a tireless worker and leader who has enhanced Braddock
District as a place to live. In her professional life, Sarah is a senior
official in the Department of Energy, working on important
national nuclear issues. Her efforts and accomplishments in our
Braddock District community span over 20 years of sustained
service that include the Braddock District Council, Kings Park
West Civic Association (KPWCA), and Friends of Royal Lake
(FORL).

Sarah was the Vice-Chair of the Braddock District Council from
2022 to 2023. She worked with others to revitalize the
organization’s focus on new topics relevant to the Braddock
District and to expand outreach to the district's communities.
Supervisor Walkinshaw publicly recognized Sarah for her efforts.

Sarah has been actively involved in KPWCA for over 20 years
as Chair of the Membership Committee, Chair of the Parks and
Lakes Committee, and for the past four years as President of
KPWCA. In these various roles, she made significant
improvements in the Kings Park West community. Her leadership
skills were apparent when she recruited new individuals for key
KPWCA committee positions, thus keeping the Civic Association
a vital force in community life. Several important activities that
were enhanced under her positive leadership style as President
were the Spring Egg Hunt and Fall/Halloween Festival, which
have become important activities that bring together various
members of our diverse community. She also recruited local
businesses to assist and participate in these community-wide
activities.

Sarah is a co-founder and co-chair of FORL since the start of the
organization in 2015. FORL is a volunteer organization of
neighbors who want to preserve and protect the natural beauty

IPANDS G

Planting, Clean-Up, Design, Retaining Walls & Patios

Ryan Minton
ryan@ryans-landscaping.com
www.ryans-landscaping.com
https://www.facebook.com/RyansLandscaping.NOVA
Office: 703.569.4505
Cell: 703.967.2939
Fax: 703.912.7867

P.O. Box 5504
Springfield, VA 22150 =,

around Royal Lake and ensure a family environment to enjoy the
outdoors. FORL works with Fairfax County Park officials, leads
park clean-up days, organizes trail maintenance activities,
participates in invasive plant removal and represents the
community by advocating for improvements at Royal Lake Parks.
FORL'’s efforts involve a wide variety of activities from conducting
community surveys, holding community meetings, developing a
Royal Lake Vision Plan, publishing newsletters, supporting Eagle
Scout projects, hauling and spreading stone dust on park trails,
and picking up trash in park cleanups. Sarah is involved in all the
aspects of FORL’s mission, especially leading park cleanups,
trail maintenance activities and advocating to the Fairfax County
Park Authority for major park enhancements.

Sarah's impressive track record over 20 years of service to the
communities in Braddock District was definitely worthy of
Supervisor Walkinshaw's recognition.

4 Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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\t Home

IN KINGS PARK WEST
By Linda H. Bassert

What questions are on your mind about design and
decorating for the interior and exterior of your home? How do
you transform your house to reflect your personality and taste
and meet your functional needs in an updated way? How do
you create a home environment that you would love to come
home to every day?

We change over time and then realize we need to update our
homes to reflect who we are today. The change might include
a move for a new job, or a new home which meets our needs
better than the previous one. It might consist of a change in
family size, such as when children graduate and move out or
a parent moves in with their adult children. It might be the
point at which you no longer need to decorate in Fisher-Price
toy colors. Whether you just moved into your home in Kings
Park West or are a long-time resident, | hope to answer some
of those questions here.

My name is Linda Bassert, and | am the design principal and
owner of Masterworks Window Fashions & Design, LLC. |
have been a resident of Kings Park West since 1998 and
started my own business in 2006. Since that time, | have won
design awards not by inflicting a “look” on clients but by
listening to them and collaboratively helping them achieve the
transformations that are best for them. “Your Story is My
Inspiration.” If you have questions you would like answered
here, please email me at LHB@ masterworksdesign.com,
and mention my “At Home” articles for KPW.

Changes in your home require an investment of time and
dollars: time to make the right decisions and sometimes to
make those changes over time at the investment level that
works for your family. How long are you anticipating living in
your home? The answer to that question makes a significant
difference in the choices you need to make.

If you expect to be in your home for just three years or less,
you should focus on investing in items you can take with you
to the next home: furnishings, art, and accessories that you
would enjoy no matter where you live. You may also consider
paint color updates and minor changes that would contribute
to appeal at resale, such as updating countertops or flooring
in limited spaces. Functional needs, such as privacy or light
control at the windows or better lighting in a space, can be
accomplished with a modest investment. Trying different
arrangements of your furniture would also be helpful.

Tip: If you are planning to do painting, be sure to hang up
your art before you paint. That way, if you decide after itis up
that it would be better in a different location, any holes will be
filled in as a part of the painting project. And if the location
works well, the artwork can inspire paint color selections.
Sometimes people start with painting, but ideally you select
paint last, and then do it first. There are many paint colors
from which to choose, so it is easier to select furniture, rugs,
or art, and then select the paint color which best complements
those choices, rather than to paint, and then have to make
everything else work with that color.

The Herald

If you anticipate being in your home for five to ten years,
investments that enhance the value of your home, such as
remodeling bathrooms or kitchens, can be added to the list
above. Changes to the exterior — upgraded lighting, a new
mailbox and post, a new garage door, and similar changes to
improve lighting and flooring on the interior of your home, are
also reasonable investments. Drapery panels and valances
or fabric shades soften a space and can help carry the colors
and mood of a room to new heights.

For a forever home, a more significant investment enjoyed
over a long period of time could include new windows, a new
roof, landscaping changes, changes to update furniture,
window treatments, and accessories. Sorting out priorities
while keeping focused on the transformation you want to
ultimately achieve is a challenge for this home.

And if you are looking ahead to downsizing after living in your
home for many years, you are considering what to edit,
instead of adding, and what to upgrade or update for resale
purposes. Taking the “overwhelm” out by breaking down
decisions into smaller ones is most helpful here.

In each case, professional advice in the form of a design
consultation can offer value to help you make better decisions
and better investments, to help you sort out the priorities, and
do them in the right order to create a space you love to come
home to every day.

Make sure whoever you consult is listening to you, to your
needs and your tastes, not focused on making you get rid of
things so they can sell you new ones. Don’t let anyone bully
you into putting their taste in your home — not your children,
parents, friends, and certainly not a designer. It's Your Home.
Ask questions, listen to their expertise, and then make the
decisions that are right for you. There are many choices which
could be right for your home. The best advice comes from
someone focused on helping you make the right decisions for
you.

Linda Bassert is the Design Principal of Masterworks Window Fashions & Design,
LLC, an award-winning interior design and decorating firm, based from her Kings
Park West home. Linda was named Designer of the Year 2024 at the 2024
International Window Coverings Expo Grace Awards, and her business has been
awarded Best of Houzz 2025 in Design and Service. Masterworks can be found on
Houzz, Facebook and Instagram, as well as at www.masterworksdesign.com.

How can you support the
KPWCA This Quarter

= Show up to our virtual meeting - April 8 (details to
come)

= Help plan the upcoming Eggstravanganza or just
come out to hide the eggs

= Lend a hand in sprucing up the KPWCA site

= Start a neighborhood club

= Bust out your tools and help us fix up the KPWCA
shed

= Renew or start your membership

Visit us at kpwca.org 5
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KPW Real Estate Corner
by Cathy Deloach

Is the anxiety surrounding real estate justified at this moment? We don’t think so...
With an abundance of federal workers and contractors living in the neighborhood, many of
these potential home sellers are experiencing unease. Nevertheless, the latest statistics in
the 22032 zip code indicate encouraging signs in the market.

Closed Sales New Pendings Active Listings

The "gauges" displayed to the right provide a

comparison of February 2025 data with that
of the previous five years. Key insights from A /

this data are as follows:

+r| ?I
+=.\|\ +\|\

Closed sales are nearly on par with = e

historical averages.
Active and New Pending listings have seen f / ( l
a slight increase.

-I-\.F‘.{

Months of Supply (inventory) have also
risen slightly.

Both Average Sale and Median Sale prices
have experienced a significant increase. -0, ’ \

Rwg List § [Actives)

There is a modest uptick in Days on _ : |
Market, which may be reflective of the I
slight rise in inventory levels. Ll L

Thus far in 2025, we are still seeing multiple offers on well-prepared homes with limited
contigencies including two listings (one closed, one pending) at over $1,000,000. It is notable
that some poorly-prepared homes have come in at lower price points. Perhaps flippers and
other market opportunists are feeling cautious at this time. We believe that the lower end of
the pricing spectrum will decrease before the higher end does, if it decreases at all.

KPW YTD Statistics*
Number of Homes Sold: 10
Average Sold Price: $881,716 ($761,000 to $1,125,000)
Average Days on Market: 17
Active and Coming Soon: 4 ($699,223 to $975,000)
Pending or Under Contract: 3 ($735,000 to $1,074,500)

J

"as of March 14, 2025

6 Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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Friends of Royal Lake
New Lakeside Park Shade Structure
By Paul Gross

Have you visited Lakeside Park recently and seen the
construction of the new shade structure over the concrete pad in
the picnic area? The shade structure is nearly complete. If you
look closely, you may wonder, where is the canopy? The
Lakeside Park shade structure is designed with a fabric canopy
that will be set up each spring and taken down for storage in late
fall. Another missing item is one of the three new picnic tables,
which is missing a top and has been reordered (its
disappearance is disappointing). Additionally, the fence around
the picnic area pad remains up to allow grass to grow—if summer
ever arrives.

You may ask how this project came about. The Friends of Royal
Lake assessed the community’s desires for improvements to
Royal Lake Parks, and providing shade over the picnic area was
a high priority. FORL included this need in the “Royal Lake
Community Vision Plan” and presented it to the Park Authority
officials. This project, while using separate funding, was included
with four other Royal Lake Park trail improvement projects
funded by the American Rescue Plan Act.

When the canopy is installed in early spring, it will mark a
significant addition to Lakeside Park. Special thanks to everyone
who supported this project, especially Tom McFarland and
Elizabeth “Beth” lannetta, Park Authority Program Managers, for
their dedication in bringing this project to life.

The Park Authority will announce a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for
the community to celebrate in the spring.

Parks & Lake Update
By Kelley Newsad

On President’s Day, volunteers gathered for another successful park cleanup at Crooked Creek. The event, organized by the KPWCA

‘ Road Raiders, saw a handful of participants who worked together to clear
debris and pick up litter that would’ve ended up in our lake. Thanks to their
efforts, the park is now in better shape for the community to enjoy.

The cleanup event not only helped improve the environment but also
strengthened community bonds Part|C|pants filled over 6 large garbage bags
and left with a sense of T

accomplishment while
contributing to the
beauty of their local
park. Special thanks to
all who showed up to
lend a hand.

Volunteering counts
towards service hour
requirements for your | = = :
school/church/other. - ey "TakeAdvantageof
We invite everyone to [} D" Our Spring Special!
join in our upcoming | ¥
cleanups and help

» Complete Lawn Services
i\ & * Full Maintenance Plans

Saturday, March 9 from 9:00-10:00 a.m. at the Royal Lake dam [ /B8R * Pre Pay Discounts

Saturday, April 19 from 9:00-11:00 for our big Earth Day cleanup at Royal Lake [~ « g, SHEVH:T B0 1

and its surrounding parks ¢

maintain our beautiful parks and lake!

*** We are also looking for a few volunteers to assist with leading some of the
cleanup efforts when Kelley is unable to attend due to family commitments. ) WN CARE
Please email parks@kpweca.org if interested. *** ENSEDEINSURED

Mowing « Yard C\eanup Mulching « Shrub Trimming + Leaf Removal and More!

Please Call Us At: 703-385-1641

www.craigsiawn.com

Visit us at kpwca.org 7



2025 KPWCA Scholarship Application
Mail completed form & required information to:
KPWCA Scholarship Committee
P.O. BOX 7114, Fairfax Station, VA 22039-7114
Deadline/postmarked by: April 25, 2025

Applicants parent/guardian must be a member of the King's Park West Civic Association
on or before the deadline of the application - April 25, 2025.
https://kpweca.org/

The Kings Park West Civic Association will award up to three 51,250 scholarships to 2025 graduating seniors.
Each scholarship will be awarded on the basis of community service, civic activities and extracurricular service involverment (40%),
academic achievement (20%), a written essay (20%), and a personal interview (20%). This scholarship is open to seniors who are
enrolling in a 4-year collegefuniversity, 2-year college, trade or technical training, or formalized Gap Year program.

Flease type or write legibly in ink.

A 1 Name

2. Address Phone #

3.  E-mail address:

4. Please attached an unofficial copy of your transcript.
5. Self-reported ACT or SAT (if taken)

6. Parent/Guardian Name(s)

7. Parent Email

& Name of High School

B. On a separate sheet of paper, list your community service, employment or volunteer work, extracurricular service activities,
church service or any non-academic honors you have received. List only those activities and awards in high school. Describe
these activities and indicate your level and number of years of invelvement, including leadership responsibilities.

C. Following this list, write an essay, not to exceed 350 words, about your involvement in one or more of these service activities.
The Kings Park West Civic Association is looking for individuals who are providing or have provided exemplary service to the
community, our country or to the world. Tell us why vou chose to do the work yvou did, what vou have learned from the experience
and how you believe you have contributed to others.

0. If you choose, attach information about financial hardships of which you wish the committee to be aware.

Semifinalists will be asked to come for a panel interview on May 8 or 9, 2025, Awardees will be notified by May 12th, 2025,

This application must be signed by the applicant and his/her parent or guardian. Applicants will be disqualified if application
instructions are not followed, including current membership with KPWCA or the application is incomplete.

Signature of applicant Signature of parent or guardian
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KPW Recommends

OO0 & & & by cathy deloach
Deck Sweet Deck

The temperatures are finally climbing, and the great outdoors are calling. |
recently expanded my outdoor living area by adding more decking and a
pergola, and | couldn't be happier with the results.

| wholeheartedly recommend Vicente Ovalle Galan (see his photo below).
He is a talented carpenter with both vision and artistic flair. Reach out to

him today if you're looking to upgrade your outdoor space!

]

" Wi b
i
|

CSCEEEED

k3 3

Vicente Ovalle Galan
(240) 543-9475

To seek recommendations from your neighbors, or to recommend a contractor or
service that has done an amazing job, head on over the the KPW Recommends
Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/kpwrecommends.

Visit us at kpwca.org 9
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2024 Update on the Shanes Creek Restoration Project
By Greg Sykes

Since the major portions of the Shanes Creek Restoration
Project were completed in autumn 2023, the Fairfax County
Department of Public Works and Environmental Services
(DPWES) and the Park Authority’s (FCPA) staff and contractors
monitored the site on multiple occasions. Overall, the work zone
area (aka, Limit of Disturbance or LOD) is healing well. Native
plants are growing but invasive species are ever-present.
Assessments of water quality improvements will be determined
over several years of testing. There are some concerns about
encroachments and destructive actions neighbors took. The
County staff ask for these findings to be conveyed to the public:

= |n September, there was extensive weed whacking inflicted
within the LOD, especially behind Windsor Hills Drive and
extending towards Roberts Road on both sides of the creek.
The perpetrator(s) left the planted tree saplings but mowed
down just about everything else including plants germinating
from the seed mixes and transplanted plants shrubs,
grasses, and forbs. This whacking occurred nowhere near
trails.

=  So-called social trails were made that stomped through
restoration planting zones. Figure 1 shows an example.

= Rocks were rearranged to form dams. Please keep the rocks
in place and remember that there is a purpose to the stream
design. In addition to monitoring the overall stream flow,
there are several stations along Shanes Creek where the
water level and quality are routinely measured.

Figure 1. An unauthorized trail at left was trampled through the recovering
LOD. Though the official trail is near, this social trail loops between Shanes
Creek (seen at right) and a flood control wetland (far left outside of view);
see Figure 2 for the exact location. The pink ribbons mark the potted
restoration plants that were added and found alive during a recent County
survey, none survived on the illegal path.

To the first two points, the County paid for these plants, which
came with a limited warranty. However, these outside factors that
impact plant survival void that warranty and slow the LOD’s
recovery. Seeing people wanting to enjoy nature is great but
kindly do so by staying on the trails and obeying park rules, which
state to leave animals, plants, and minerals alone without prior
FCPA permission. When visiting a park, leave no trace of your
presence.

Figure 2. This map, split with a slight overlap, is from the DPWES “Pohick
Creek Watershed, Rabbit Branch at Collingham Dr. Final Design Plan,
Stream Restoration Project” (this waterway was officially renamed
“Shanes Creek” into the planning process. Highlighted in red is the
parkland trail (the line is wider than scale for easy viewing). It runs parallel
to Shanes Creek from Roberts Road to the end of the project (arrow points
towards the path’s continuation to Royal Lake). Since the trail is in the final
blueprints, it should have been physically integrated with the rest of the
work. There is current discussion on redirecting wetter portions of the trail.
The orange X is where Figure 1 was photographed.

MOWlNG & TW'NG
Is Our Office!

;: : We are family

(- owned & operated,
W.MOWINGTOWNG.EM licensed & insured.
703 - 865 - LWNI1

mowingtowing(@yahoo.com

Your
QOutdoors

Contact us
for a free quote!

Mowing & Towing, LLC’s services include:

o Mowing o Sod Installation
o Fertilizing o Material Delivery
0 Dethatching r1 Debris Removal
o Lawn Renovation = Driveway Dumpster

o Full Size & Mini Skid Steer Work
0 Mulching & Garden Bed Edging
r1 Core Aeration with or without Overseeding
o Bush & Small Tree Trimming & Removal
o Hardscape and Landscape Installation
o Full Service or Curbside Leaf Cleanup & Removal
0 Site Work & Grading
o and much more!

i BBEB
=
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An incredibly sore point within the community is the shoddy
condition of the trail that runs from Roberts Road to the Royal
Lake trail loop (Figure 2). DPWES and FCPA are aware of the
following points:

= So much of the trail remaining in disrepair is a PR disaster
for the County and this project.

= |f the official trail was more clearly defined after construction,
there would be less confusion or no excuse as to where
visitors should walk and not stray into restoration areas.

= Having stone sills that look like sidewalks yet are where
people should not walk was bad planning.

= Regardless of how good or effective the restoration is, much
of the public only really cares about the trail, i.e., people
would be happier to have a great trail run through a
woodland choked with invasive Bradford pears and
contaminated streams than a poor trail amid a forest filled
with native biodiversity and excellent water quality.

The Herald

= Some of the project's most vocal critics engage in
landscaping practices that necessitated this project in the
first place, like piping roof runoff directly to the street instead
of allowing the water to filter into the ground.

= |In spite of rules and laws, there are park visitors and
neighbors with entitlement issues that result in
encroachments. DPWES and the contractors first realized
this fact by the repeated fence vandalism and trespassing
into the LOD. The problem extends to self-proclaimed nature
lovers who treat natural areas as resources to exploit.

Being a biologist with intense studies in other sciences, |
volunteer as a site leader for FCPA’s Invasive Management Area
program. This work involves habitat restoration and healthy land
stewardship in Royal Lake’s watershed on FCPA’s land.
However, despite the multiple complaints conveyed to me about
Shanes Creek’s trail condition, | am not “the trail maintenance
guy.” For more information about FCPA trails, please visit
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/trails

Celebrating Our KPWCA Scouts!
By KPWCA VP Meri Manella

Huge congratulations to Miles Salvo of KPWCA Troop 1966
for achieving Eagle Scout, the highest advancement rank in
Boy Scouting. In the words of the Eagle Scout Promise,
Eagles do their best each day to make their training an
example, their rank and their influence count strongly for
better Scouting and better citizenship in their troop, in their
community, and in their contacts with other people.

Miles and his parents, Chuck and Jenny Salvo, were honored
in an Eagle Scout Court of Honor held on February 8.

Miles started his Scouting America journey in 2013 as a Tiger
Cub and transitioned to KPWCA Troop 1966 in 2018. During
his scouting journey, Miles held various leadership positions
in the Troop, participated in countless service projects, was
elected Crew Chief for two High Adventure Camps, earned
37 merit badges, and received the Religious Knot, Camping
Gold, Ad Alter Dei, Triple Crown, and the Northern Tier and
Philmont 50 miler awards.

The KPW community will benefit tremendously from Miles’
Eagle Scout project that successfully transformed a section
of the Royal Lake trail that was prone to flooding into a year-
round usable stretch of trail. Working with the Fairfax County

Park Lake,

Authority, the Friends of Royal

IBEE HIGHEST QUALTI
CONCRETE IN NORTHERNAV/AW

RESIDENTIAL ®» COMMERCIAL
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

* STONE WALLS

« ENPDSED AGBREGATE

= PDOL DECKS

* CUSTOM BRICKWORK
& FLAGSTONE
* DRIVEWAYS * SIDEWALKS
* STEPS = PATIOS * LICENSED & INSURED
* REPAIR & RESURFACING * VERY AFFORDABLE RATES

¢ WRIGHTS CONCRETE

(703) 615-2159
OR (703) 753-4550

www.wrightsconcrete.net
Family Owned & Operated

* FREE ESTIMATES

= REFERENCES AVAILABLE

e “WWE DD THE JOB RIGHT
THE FIRST TIME.”

* CAR PORTS » GARAGES

e CHIMNEY REPAIRS

See Our

?,. Free Estimates

Website Discoun | g

For Coupons  fume % Cheerfully Given
Deal Directly With The Owner GROUP DISCOUNTS » BUILDERS DISCOUNTS

| ‘i

e |

and almost 30 volunteers, Miles designed adequate drainage
and an overflow pond to improve the trail and help with runoff
without compromising the lake’s water quality.

KPWCA wishes Miles continued success and thanks him for
his many contributions to our community.

The Clifton Homes Tour is Back!

Join us on Friday, May 16th to explore
four beautiful homes in Clifton and
Fairfax Station along with a tour of

the Cloverleaf Equine Center. A Silent
Auction, Vendor Fair, and more are
alsoincluded.

Visit cliftoncwc.org for details and tickets.

Proceeds benefit the Clifton Community Woman’s Club 501(c)(3) Charitable Trust.

Visit us at kpwca.org 11
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Scouting Quarterly - KPWCA Troop 1966

Scouting: More than Just Camping! It's Experiences

The boys have been busy! The cold weather hasn’t stopped them
from caving, competing with other local troops at Klondike Derby,
and skiing at Snowshoe.

Merit Badge Highlight

Three scouts from Troop 1966, Chase Heppner, Brandon
Pelham, and Theo Schaffling, completed the requirements for the
Citizenship in the Community merit badge, an Eagle Scout
requirement. This badge requires the boys to learn about what it
means to be a citizen, research issues in their community, and
understand how citizens can participate in  their
community. Brandon, Theo, and Chase selected the Resource
Center at Fairfax Church to complete their volunteer requirement
associated with this merit badge by assisting with one of the
Resource Center's missions of assisting refugees from
Afghanistan. The boys purchased and bundled hygiene items for
distribution by the Resource Center to people in Fairfax County. If
you know someone that could use support from the Resource

Center and benefit from Theo, Chase, and Brandon’s
contributions a request can be made at:
https://www.fairfax.cc/resourcecenter/request-form/ . You can

learn more about how you can support the needs of our
community through the Resource Center at:

https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxresourcecenter .

Need Mulch? Or Help Spreading?

Troop 1966 is selling mulch for delivery on April 5 and offering
mulch spreading services on April 6. Mulch sales and payment
for spreading services help our troop fund their amazing
adventures. Purchases of mulch and services are available
at: https://troop-1966-mulch-sale2025.cheddarup.com or via this
QR code below.

Interested in Scouting?
Troop 1966 meets at Laurel Ridge
Elementary, Thursdays at 7pm.

Please contact Troop Master Nick
Wathen (nick.wathen@gmail.com) for
more information.

12 Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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Winter ‘25 Highlights from KPWCA Scout Pack 1967

Since our last missive, Pack speedsters to
1967 has been bustling with imaginative  designs,
activity! Along  with each car was a
completing adventures and testament to hard work
working toward their and ingenuity. Beyond
badges, Scouts have been the thrill of competition,
actively engaged in their the event celebrated
community, growing teamwork,
physically, mentally, and resourcefulness, and
morally. On  Saturday, the joy of building
December 14, they gathered something from
at Old St. Mary’s Church to scratch.
take part in National Congratulations to our
Wreaths Across America Den champions, who
i\ Day—a special event to will go on to race in the
b 7 ! remember the fallen, honor Patriot District |

the brave, and reflect on the value of
freedom.

Scouts have been working hard over the
winter to create, construct, and fine-tune
their Pinewood Derby Cars, and on
February 22, they finally got to test their
designs. The Pack held its annual
Pinewood Derby at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day, where our young
engineers and artists met for what was
truly a fusion of function and form,
substance and style. From sleek

As we look forward to warmer weather, we're
excited for the two summer camps that Pack
1967 traditionally attends. If you'd like to
learn more about these camps, our Scouts,
or the exciting adventures ahead, we’d love
for you to join us at a Den meeting — feel free
to reach out!
cubscout.pack.1967@gmail.com

SUMMER SWIM LESSONS
LAKEVIEW SWIM CLUB

2025 DATES
WEEK 1 - JUNE 16- JUNE 20
WEEK 2 - JUNE 23 - JUNE 27
WEEK 3 - JUNE 30 - JULY 4
WEEK 4 - JULY 7 - JULY 11
WEEK 5 - JULY 14 - JULY 18

10:15-10:45A OR 10:45-11:15A
*LICENSED, INSURED, AND CERTIFIED*

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT CARDINAL AQUATICS, LLC
EMAIL - CARDINAL. AQUATICSO3@GMAIL.COM
REGISTRATION CAN BE FOUND AT HTTPS://RB.GY/J7NYOC &
WWW.LAKEVIEWMARLINS.COM

Visit us at kpwca.org 13
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Meet your
Friends
at the Pool
this Summer!

Community pools
help connect KPW.

""'I-Ill”ﬁjl 11“ T ‘

«\We are a military
family and didn't
know anyone in the area
when we moved here.
we have made so many
friends at Lakeview!

Don’t miss out on:

* Professionally managed pool, assuring quality and less closures

* Home of Marlins Swim & Dive team, plus Mighty Marlins junior
and off-season programs

* Youth swim lessons run by Cardinal Agquatics

* Social events through the season (food trucks, raft nights, parties)
* Kids' slide, two diving boards, lap lane, and enclosed toddler poaol
» Large parking lot, allowing safe and easy arrivals

» Opportunities for birthday party or social event hosting

* Proactive and engaged Board of Directors

* Located in the heart of Kings Park West,
5352 Gainsborough Drive

For memberships
and more info, visit us at

LakeviewMarlins.com

14 Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook



March 2025

The Herald

I.akeview
Swim Club

Join Today!

5352 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

Postal address:
Box 252, Burke, VA 22009

Guard House: 703-323-9510

Visit us on Facebook:
facebook.com/LakeviewSwimClub

New Members:

+ Visit: www.lakeviewmarlins.com; click on ‘Membership.’
- Complete the 2023 Membership Registration.

Receive email from eSoft, our Member tracking
application; navigate to eSoft portal.

+ Choose Membership type and payment option.

Pay online; or
Remit check via mail or drop-off at Guard House.
Enjoy the pool all summer!

Returning Members:

Login to the eSoft portal. Instructions found here:
https://conta.cc/3imddBL.
Update family photos and information for check-in.

+ Choose Membership type and payment option.

Pay online, for a small fee;
Remit check via mail or drop-off at Guard House.
Enjoy the pool all summer!

& Safety Check?

Many older circuit panels were

Does your Electrical
Panel need a Health

Yes, if it's over 30 years old!

ELECTRICAL SERVICES LLC

manufactured with dangerous flaws*. Rated #1 Electrical Service

Protect the health and safety of
your electrical panel, house and
family today...

Contact our Panel Expert

Aging parts can malfunction, melt for 10 years on nextdoor.com!
down and M: endangermg » Circuit Panel service & replacement
your home. > Residential EV charging stations

> Lighting, fan & outlet installations
> Whole house surge suppression
> Electrical wiring, troubleshooting & repair

Check our website for ‘Up Front Pricing’
Major Credit Cards accepted EfiE

o 703/495-3448 ¥

t“ scnenllle d Saiﬂw cnack' ryan@sarahandfamily.com | sarahandfamily.com

*Request a FREE email copy of our circuit panel research. — Family owned and operated. Licensed and Insured. —

Visit us at kpwca.org
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Says:

Now is the time to ADD Beauty to your Yard for year-long
Appeal and Enjoyment. Contact us NOW for Your FREE
Estimate

Mowin

Precision Mowing
Edging
String-trimming
around obstacles
Beautiful striping

Spring Clean-up
e Leaf Removal
« Remove spent,
dead foliage
* Renovation Pruning
e Routine Shrub

¢ Turf Control Pruning
(optional) e Bed Edging
¢ Mulching
Wi Backyar Landscape
Renovation s Plant Native Plants

Removal of Invasives
(Including English
lvy)

Brush Removal

Tree Limb Elevation
Turf Restoration

+ Renovate/Redesign
¢ Add trees for Beauty

or Shade

¢ Drainage Solutions
* Patios/Walkways
+ Design fee may

apply

Text:

Call:

16

571.233.4163
703.425.1748

Gidders & Sons Plumbing, LLC
VA License 2705 135686

Voted Nextdoor "Plumber of the Year", Fairfax

"Personalized Neighborhood Plumbing"

We repair or replace ALL types of Fixtures including. ..
...Water Heaters, Gas, Electric, & Tankless
...Bathroom & Kitchen Fixtures
.. .Gas Fireplaces

Main water and sewer replacement or repair
Renovation of Bathrooms & Kitchens

Barney Gidders, Licensed Master Plumber & Gas Fitter
Patrick Gidders, Licensed Master Plumber
Steve Ueltschi, Licensed Master Plumber
Jose Guzman, Licensed Master Plumber

Office: 703/250-1807, Cell: 703/850-9590

WWW.GIDDERSPLUMBING.COM
EMAIL: BARNEY@GIDDERSPLUMBING.COM

>4
National Association of BBB
Plumbing - Heating - Cooling W

Contractors

A+ Rated, bbb.org/dc

Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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FREE SELLER SEMINAR

SIMPLIFIED

/] Nearly 2,000
neighbors have

Join our FREE Seller Seminar and We Will Answer Your Top Questions:

« What does NAR commission settlement mean to your bottom line? attended our
« What are the updates that give biggest return on investment? seminar!
= Do you really need to make updates or can you sell as-is?
« When is the best time to sell? Easy ways to sign up:
Multiple dates are available. Dinner/Lunch Served. * Call or Text 571-596-6751
« Visit bit.ly/seminarkpw

» Scan the QR code

Your Fairfax Specialists Since 1989
Over 500 Homes Sold in the Past Year!

"OUR COMMITMENT
T0 COMMUNITY

The DDA Love Foundation - Our
501¢3 Nonprofit Organization
Focused on Giving Back in Big and
Small Ways

W Organizing Food and Clothing Drives

W Hosting Blood Drives

W Awarding Scholarships for Students

W Building Homes in Honduras

W Adopting Families for Holidays

W Gifting 100+ Thanksgiving Meals to Families

W Raising Money for Local Charities (Food for Others and the
Lamb Center)

U] DOGRUL TEAMDDA.COM

ASS0OCIATES REAL ESTATE

18 Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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Office

Long & Foster Real Estate
6045 Burke Center Pkwy
Burke, VA 22015

(571) 276-9421
TheMaryandCathyTeam@LNF.com

www.PropertySistersHome.com

We take great pride in our efforts in Kings Park ~ Since 2006, we have been helping sellers to
West, and are particularly proud of the  enhance their homes to achieve the highest
transformation of this Queen. Without a doubt, ~ return oninvestment. If you are feeling uncertain
this kitchen [aygut renovation has been our or nervous about the market, don’t hesitate to
favorite project to date. contact us. We are the KPW specialists.

Visit us at kpwca.org 19



The Herald

March 2025

KPW CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

How to advertise in The Herald:

Deadlines for the quarterly printed Herald:
Deadline: Delivery:
May 9 June 7
Aug. 9 Sept. 13
Nov.15  Dec. 13

$5.00 per issue for up to 35 words. $20.00 per year (4 issues/up to 35 words).

E-mail advertisement to classified@kpwca.org

And mail payment — CHECKS ONLY made out to KPWCA (NO MONEY ORDERS OR CASH) to:
Gayle Ostrom 4912 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax, VA 22032

COMPETITIVE MATH SERVICES,
LLC Seriously Fun Math virtually
(Zoom) or in-person mentoring student
excellence! Specializes in MS & HS
Math (Algebra; Geometry; Pre-Calc
including Trigonometry; Calculus &
beyond)! 3-time MATHCOUNTS State
Champion Coach in KPW! Website:
competitivemathservices.com or E-
mail
CompetitiveMathLLC@yahoo.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT &
HANDYMAN: Licensed and Insured.
Aging in place design & remodeling.We
install and repair home automation,
kitchens, bathrooms, decks,
basements. Special prices to KPW

residents. Please text Mike at
703.679.7571. or www.HITEC-
TTS.com

PIANO LESSONS: Affordable. BA, MA
and doctoral work in  piano
performance. Experience with all levels
of students. Call 703.955.0058.

ALTERATIONS FOR WOMEN AND
MEN: Custom dress making. Wedding
dresses. Call Bok Kim at 703-323-
0979.

MARIA’S CLEANING SERVICE:
Life’s too short — let us do the cleaning,
weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, and move
in and move out. Licensed-insured-
bonded. Free estimate. Call or text
Maria at 703-856-5369 (cell), 703-378-
4059 (home) or
mariasmartcleaning@gmail.com

SUITE DOG’S BOARDING: When
you’re away your dog can play...with
us! Suite Dog’s Boarding hosts small
dogs in our KPW home for
individualized, private care.
www.Suitedogboarding.com

contact: Nona at 202.489.2693

ELEMENTARY TUTOR: Grades 1-6
for reading, writing and math. Retired
FCPS teacher with 30+ years of
experience and KPW resident. Call,
text, or email Hope Brady at 703.585-
0445 or hmbrady22@gmail.com

AFFORDABLE HOUSE CLEANING:
18 years of experience. Monday
through Friday. Weekly, bi-weekly,
move in-move out. Free estimates.
References can be provided. Call, text
or email Giovanna at 571-236-0855 or
gioturquoise12@gmail.com

EXCEPTIONAL ELECTRIC
SERVICES: Sarah and Family
Electrical. Neighborhood favorite on

A&C

Remodeling Contractors LLC

"We will treat your home the same
way we treat ours”

CONTACT US
571-201-1581

info@anc-remodeling.com

*Financing Available
KPW Residents-10% off

www.nextdoor.com Circuit panel
service and replacement; residential
EV charging stations; whole house
surge suppression; security lighting,
fans, outlets; wiring, troubleshooting,
repairs. Up Front Pricing on website.
Maijor credit cards. Licensed. Insured.
703-495-3448 or
ryan@sarahandfamily.com or
www.sarahandfamily.com

Our Services

e Bathroom remodeling
e Kitchen remodeling

e Basement remodeling

20 Join your neighbors on Nextdoor and Facebook
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